MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

HIDALGO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
May 11, 2016 at 6:00 P. M.
BE IT REMEMBERED that the Hidalgo County Board of County Commissioners met in
regular session on May 11, 2016, at the hour of 6:00 P.M. at the Hidalgo County Sheriff’s
Department at 720 E 2nd Street, Lordsburg, New Mexico, for the purpose of conducting any and
all business to come properly before the Board.
The following elected officials, staff, and public were present:
Bob Hall, County Manager
Clifford Payne, citizens of Hidalgo
Melissa K. De La Garza, County Clerk
Melody Richins, citizen
Patricia Crum, Landowner
Bill Cavaliere, retired Sheriff
Dean Crum, Landowner
Ali Salinas Jr., former police officer
Mike Matthews, NM Game & Fish
Scott P. Lerich, NMWTF
Mike Perry, NM Game & Fish
Russ Richins, Animas
Kevin Rodden, NM Game & Fish
Vicki Chavez, self-candidate District 32
Meira Gault, MidBar Ranch
Michael Chavez, self
Buddy Jenson, Property owner
Roger Payne, self
Anthony J. Mora, self
Lloyd Payne, self
Carl & Debbie Crotts, self
Louise Payne, self
William Fraley, self
Matthew Dondarski, self
Carmen Acosta, Probate Judge
Garrett Veneklasen, NM Wildlife Federation
Tyler Massey, County Treasurer
Ray Trejo, NM Wildlife Federation
Jody Hatch, County Assessor
Levi Klump, self
John Hatch, citizen
Missy Klump, self
Eddie Lopez, citizens
Dara Parker, Senator Martin Heinrich
Eduardo R. Sanchez, self
Dennis L. Waymen II, self
Martin L. Neave, self
Glenda Greene, City of Lordsburg
Christy Wright, self
Colten Allen, Animas Fire/EMS
Hector Molina Jr., HCRD
Hector Maese, USBP
Michelle Molina, citizen
Jose Gardea, USBP
Colette Chandler, citizen
Michael Shelton, USBP
Scott Chandler, citizen
Sage Goodwin, Guadalupe Ranch
Joey & Francine Ruiz, citizens
Lawrence Trujillo, self
Trina Kellogg, citizen
Dave Donaldson, self
Jason Browning, citizen
Jackie De La Garza, Glen Acres
Suehaye Fraley, citizen
Guy Kellogg, self
Joel Edwards, the people of Hidalgo
Marissa Hillebert, self
Rex Jensen, citizens
Alfredo Morelos, Jr., self
Collista Jensen, citizens
Frederick Sherman, self
Tommy & Tracy Chavez, concerned citizens
Dan McDougal, self
Bob Anderson, citizens of Hidalgo
Neomi Parra, self
Skeater Lassiter, HCDC
CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. and led the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Chairperson Marianne Stewart, Present
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Commissioner Richard A. Chaires, Present
Commissioner Darr R. Shannon, Present
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Commissioner Chaires moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Shannon seconded the
motion, motion passed.
GUESTS
Meira Gault-2016 Prairie Dog Observation Report
Meira Gault informed the Board that in the year 1999 the prairie dogs were reintroduced at the
Diamond A Ranch when the County passed Ordinance 99-2 for the purpose of monitoring the
prairie dog populations and movements. Thus far, the monitoring has been done annually. The
monitoring team consists of an elected County Official-usually the Sheriff or one of his deputies.
This year, the team consisted of Deputy Walker Eby, Buddy Jensen a biologist, Sam Smith a
representative of Diamond A and Meria Gault herself as the County representative. The
monitoring was conducted on March 16, 2016 and the observation concluded that three of the
original four sites are vacated. The remaining site is active and thriving. The sites population
has doubled since last year. The biologist as well as all the team members recommend the
three vacated sites to be visited every five years. The next visitation should be in 2021.
However, the active site should be visited again in March of 2017. If Diamond A personnel
observe prairie dog activity in any of the vacated sites in the interim period all the team
participants should be notified. No action.
HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT FOR GROSS RECIPTS TAX
PUBLIC COMMENTS-LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
No Comments made by the public.

RESOLUTIONS AND AGREEMENTS
ORDINANCE 2016-01-Emergency Communication & Emergency Medical Services GRT
This Ordinance is an imposition of tax on any person engaging in business in the County for the
privilege of engaging in business in the County. An excise tax equal to one-fourth of one
percent (.25%) of the gross receipts reported or required to be reported by the person pursuant
to the New Mexico Gross Receipts and Compensating Tax as it now exists or as it may be
amended. The tax imposed under this ordinance is pursuant to the County Local Option Gross
Receipts Taxes Act as it now exists or as it may be amended and shall be known as the
“Countywide Emergency Communications and Emergency Medical Services Gross Receipts
Tax.” Commissioner Shannon moved to approve Ordinance 2016-01 Emergency
Communication & Emergency Medical Services GRT. Commissioner Chaires seconded the
motion, motion passed.
RESOLUTION 2016-21 Resolution referencing Treasurer’s fee schedule
This resolution stated that the Hidalgo County Treasurer’s Office finds it necessary to implement
the following fees for certain transactions within the Treasurer’s Office;
Return items (non-sufficient funds) charges $20.00
This charge will cover the processing of the returned items.
Cost to Hidalgo County relating to personal property collections and sales
The administration and enforcement of delinquent personal property ad valorem taxes
is authorized by New Mexico State Statutes 7-38-51 through 7-38-56.
The delinquent personal property tax sale is authorized by New Mexico State
Statutes 7-38-57 through 7-38-59
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The County Treasurer is authorized to recover any cost incurred in preparing for the
sale. To recover the additional costs of preparing for a personal property tax sale, the
Hidalgo County Treasurer is proposing the following fees:
Delinquent personal property letter service fee-$5
This charge would be for all accounts delinquent more than 60 days.
Demand warrant processing fee-$25
This charge would be for all accounts delinquent over 180 days.
County Cost-$20 per number of delinquent years
This is a cost associated for delinquent personal property for every year that it is
delinquent to the County.
RESOLUTION 2016-22 Election Resolution for Calling for the ¼% Countywide Emergency
Communications and Emergency Medical Services Gross Receipts Tax
This resolution states that the Hidalgo County Board of Commissioners desire to conduct an
election on Ordinance Number 2016-01 being an ordinance imposing ¼% gross receipts tax for
Countywide Emergency Communications and emergency medical services gross receipts tax
as passed by the Hidalgo County Board of County Commissioners on May 11, 2016. The
Hidalgo County Board of County Commissioners desire to place the question on the November
8, 206 General Election ballot to be voted on by registered voters of the entire county. The
registered voters of the entire county will have a vote either for or against the imposition of the
¼% of one percent countywide emergency communications and emergency medical services
gross receipts tax. This tax will apply to any person engaged in business in the entire county of
Hidalgo County for the privilege of engaging in business pursuant to Hidalgo County Ordinance
Number 2016-01, which will be adopted on May 11, 2016, as authorized by the County Local
Option Gross Receipts Taxes Act. If passed by the registered voters of the entire county, the
revenue collected under the countywide emergency communications and emergency medical
services gross receipts tax shall be used for countywide emergency communications and
emergency medical services within Hidalgo County and shall be effective July 1, 2017. The
Board of Hidalgo County Commissioners authorize the following question to be voted on by
registered voters of the entire county on the November 8, 2016 General Election ballot.
Commissioner Shannon moved to approve Resolution 2016-22 Election Resolution Calling for
the ¼% Countywide Emergency Communications and Emergency Medical Services Gross
Receipts tax. Commissioner Chaires seconded the motion, motion passed.

Miscellaneous
Proposal for new PLAC members-Judy Keeler-discussion/action
Judy Keeler with expressed to the board that the recommendations to fill the three vacant slots
on the PLAC are Hollis Vaughn, Joel Edwards, and Buddy Jensen. Stan Brown was also
recommended by Meria Gault at the PLAC meeting, however; he declined. Commissioner
Shannon moved to table this since the Board was not prepared to make a decision.
Commissioner Chaires seconded the motion, motion passed. Tabled.
Strategic Planning update-County Manager-discussion/action
Detention Center Revenue & Expenses
County Manager Bob Hill reported to the Board that the detention center which was opened in
2012 is a 148-bed facility and has been under utilized. As of this Friday, the center is housing
67 U.S. Marshall Service inmates with the anticipation of housing 96 U.S. Marshall Inmates.
The County does have the responsibility of holding prisoners for the County. The daily average
of inmates is 22 for Hidalgo County and the annual cost at $100 per day is $803,000. However,
if the average increases to 32 inmates all expenses would total $1,176,487.
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County Manager Bob Hill also presented the Board with the projected revenue and expenses for
FY2017 based on paid inmate housing. Chairperson Stewart expressed that the detention
center has been a huge drain to the County general fund budget and hopes the U.S. Marshall
inmates will stay for a while so the County can recover some of the losses incurred.
Request of $500 to be part of 2.0 Coalition, which addresses the new BLM planning
regulations-Commissioner Shannon-discussion/action
Commissioner Shannon has determined that this is important to Hidalgo County and wants to
request $500 to donate to the American Stuarts of Liberty to put together comments.
Commissioner Chaires moved to approve the request of $500 to be part of the 2.0 coalition.
Commissioner Shannon seconded the motion, motion passed.
Concerns regarding County Security in Glen Acres-Francine Ruiz & Glen Acres
residents-discussion/action
Francine & Joey Ruiz expressed to the Board their concern of a trespasser on their residence at
4:00 A.M. in Glen Acres. No County law enforcement coverage is available at this hour of the
early morning. A sheriff’s deputy did respond at 7:00 A.M. Tracey Chavez expressed her
concern about the burglaries that have recently happened. Jackie De La Garza stated what if
this was a life-threatening situation. Jackie De La Garza told the Board that she did talk to the
Sheriff but he conveyed that the County is under staffed. Commissioner Shannon stated to dial
542-6000 to the Border Patrol because they are willing and able to help whenever possible.
Commissioner Chaires said he would talk to the Sheriff and see if the scheduling could possibly
be staggered. Joey Ruiz stated that he will protect himself be all means.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Maria Sanchez expressed to the Board that the 2010-census report stated
4,894 residents live in Hidalgo County. The County’s total area is 3,446 square miles of which
only six deputies are available to patrol this whole area. 3,437 square miles are left. Sanchez
states she understands the resident’s frustrations. Besides Glenn acres, they sheriff’s deputies
have to patrol Gold Hill Road, Virden, POW Rd, Pyramid Shadows, Antelope Wells, Windmill,
Playas, Animas, Cotton City, Rodeo, Road Forks, and Red Rock. Sanchez expressed they are
visible as much as possible.
Creation of Treasurer’s Office Personal Property Fund-Tyler Massey-discussion/action
Tyler Massey, County Treasurer expressed to the Board that now that the board has approved
the fees, he has15 mobile homes prepared to seize this upcoming week. The money from the
auctions would go into this fund and later offset fees. Commissioner Shannon asked Mr.
Massey if other counties seized mobile homes. According to Massey, other counties do not.
Commissioner Chaires concerned that the County may be stuck with these mobile homes and
the liability that goes along with it. Commissioner Chaires concern is that Hidalgo County will be
the only county in the state practicing this measure. Chairperson Stewart states the school
district and the municipalities will receive their monies first at the cost to the County.
Commissioner Chaires also had a concern that a mobile home may contain asbestos and no
one were to bid on it, it would cost the County more money to properly dispose. Commissioner
Chaires would personally like more information on liability and has a problem being the first
county to do this. Commissioner Chaires moved to table this until more information is received
from the New Mexico Association of Counties. Commissioner Shannon seconded this, motion
passed. Tabled. No action.
Hidalgo County Subdivision Ordinance Claim of Exemption request-Clinton Shannon &
Elaine Shannon-discussion/action
Jody Hatch, County Assessor expressed to the Board that this is just a claim of exemption for a
land split. Before Mr. Shannon passed away, he was in the process of splitting the property. Mr.
Shannon’s estate has done this and it does meet the qualifications for the claim of exemption
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requested. Commissioner Chaires moved to approve the Hidalgo County Subdivision
Ordinance claim of exemption request for Clinton & Elaine Shannon. Commissioner Shannon
seconded the motion, motion passed.

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
County manager Bob Hill stated that Dan Otero, HMS CEO wants to revisit the Senior
Center and HMS contracts and will be joining the budget meeting on Monday.
Trina Kellogg requested a time line when the Board will make a decision on the PLAC
member. The Board does not know at this time.
HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ROAD ISSUES
PUBLIC COMMENTS-LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
CONSIDERATION OF ABANDONMENT OF 8.8 MILES OF CLOVERDALE RD C001DISCUSSION/ACTION
Captain Mike Matthews of NM Game & Fish
Representing hundreds of sportsman’s that buy licenses to hunt in public lands. Our
department is against any loss of access to public lands. This road closure could and
potentially cause loss to public lands. This is the only good road to access the Piloncillo
Mountains in the Cloverdale area. The alternative access is not passable at times. This would
restrict access during raining season. Due to loss of public lands in this area, Animas peak has
probably lost 50 sections of public land. This results in cuts of public license, which is a loss of
revenue in the County and State. Any road access loss also raises the concerns of illegal
activity due to isolation. Mr. Matthews encourages the Board to look into alternative solutions
rather than closing roads.
Judy Keeler Chairman of PLAC
Presented to the Board approximately 640 names 19 are out of the County Residents
Commissioner Shannon requested to make a statement that she personally did see petitions at
a U.S. Postal Service-post office and it is unlawful to have a petition at a post office. Shannon
read the actual regulation. These provisions apply to this and does not see how the County can
accept these. The audience asked Commissioner Shannon if she has evidence of her claim.
The audience advises none of the citizens saw the petition where Shannon claims it was
located. An online petition through the Wildlife Federation notified members from the
surrounding areas such as Las Cruces and Silver City was also presented.
Dave Donaldson
A resident from Silver City, NM stated he uses this area for recreational purposes. If this is
costing the said amount to the County, obviously the Board has not been down in this area to
see the alternative route. It will cost more to maintain the alternative road. This area is part of
our NM heritage and leads up to the Mexican border and this will be taking away from our future
generation.
Thomas Estrada
Owner of Bootheel Grocery in Animas, NM is against closing C001. Fifty percent of alcohol
sales comes from hunters during the hunter season and would hate to lose that revenue. In 8
years hunting has declined and if it gets any worse and I lose those sales because access is
harder to get to. Right now, that is one of the main access points. Diamond A has all the state
land in between Animas Peak and Highway 9 is land locked. Nobody can get in there. The
convenient access to that hunting area. If it ends up being closed, and I end up losing that
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much in sales, I will be forced to ask the Alcohol and Gaming Department to declare my alcohol
license stranded and allow me to move it. I would probably move it out of this County and the
license would be lost in this county forever and the revenue would be lost as well.
Ray Trejo
Representing Lea County & the Wildlife Federation as well as the 72,000 hunters statewide.
This issue has brought major attention through emails and Facebook. I recommend the Board
to look at this issue very carefully because the finest crown jewel in all of New Mexico lies here
in the Southwest. The land value is unmeasurable. I advise the Board not to rush and to find
other economic cuts to keep the road open and the people happy and educate each other.
Matthew Dondarski
The issue with C001 is that the water being too high and if your vehicle is going to be able to
cross. All the other roads you have mud issues. The other issue is when you’re out on foot you
are not going to be able to have year round access. Perhaps a survey as to how much traffic
utilizes this road should also be considered.
Fernando Clement
Biologist and business owner of nm in specialized services. This road is important and people
need to educate each other that when an important road is shut down it leads to more roads
being shutting down. This is unfair to future generations that will not have the same privilege.
There should be a different alternative into maintaining this road.

Lloyd PayneApproximately 15 years ago, a committee was formed operating mostly out of the southern end
of our county, called “Citizens United for Responsible County Government”. Its sole purpose
seemed to be to get me off the Hidalgo County Commission, as I was being a thorn in the side
of large ranches, as I was strongly advocating for public access to public lands. Commissioner
Shannon was involved with that committee. A law suit was filed challenging my residency, as I
had moved from fourth street in Lordsburg to my current location east of town, I was forced to
resign as I did not have the money to be able to adequately defend myself and the suit was
brought against me personally. I finally resigned in a settlement that stipulated that I would
resign. They agreed to pay me a sum of money to compensate me for my trouble, which
according to their terms, I have been forced to keep confidential. It did not cover my legal fees.
The “Committee” never met again as far as I know. It had accomplished what the ranchers
wanted in stifling my goal of providing public access to public lands. Commissioner Shannon
can verify this claim and perhaps shed more additional light on the ranches part and her
involvement with it in this matter. It call into question her position and motives in the current
matter.
Roger Payne
The proposed of portion of C001 raises questions of conflict of interest as listed in New Mexico
State Statue § 10-16-3 please check on any business interest of any parties involved in this
matter. You might have your county attorney review this matter and advise you on its
application well before your meeting. Has that happened? Count Manager Bob Hill answers
yes. Did you receive it? Count Manager Bob Hill answers yes. Did it go to the county attorney?
The email? Count Manager Bob Hill answers yes. Was there a response from the attorney?
County Manager Bob Hill states-the response is that the attorney opinions was that there is not
a conflict of interest in this case. So there is no financial interest between the Commissions and
any of the landowners? County Manager Hill stated no there is not a financial interest, but that
financial interest does not represent a conflict of interest. So do we know what the amount of
the financial interest was? Chairperson Stewart stated we have two business people here. The
opinion of the County attorney is the business that Commissioner Shannon does with her fuel is
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no different from the business Commissioner Chaires does with insurance. If we are talking
about conflict of interest, should Commissioner Chaires not make any decision because he
provides insurance to the people of the County? Mr. Payne stated I understand the question
but there is a difference between perhaps a $1,000 business interest and a $50,000 business
interest. Chairperson Stewart stated the county attorney determined there was no conflict of
interest. Mr. Payne asked are those documents public? The letter and the response?
Chairperson Stewart stated they are not public and are attorney client privilege. Roger Payne
stated the meeting you had earlier there were 519 hours according to the county road
department, that was too much. My question to you is are you going to park the grader for 519
hours and are you going to put one of the county road department employees on leave for 519
hours? Chairperson Stewart stated I can’t answer that right now. I can’t tell you we are going to
lay somebody off. Mr. Payne asked are you going to park the grader? Chairperson Stewart-No
sir. The grader works on more roads than just this one. Mr. Payne stated I understand but what
you are doing is not actually saving you money. You are reassigning resources. If the
resources are still used whether it’s down there or up in Virden, the expense is still there. So
saying that this closure is strictly for a cost measure is an inaccurate assumption. The resources
will still be spent.
Commissioner Shannon would like to respond to Mr. Payne’s comments against me. He is
correct--he threatened me on the phone that if I did not stop writing for the paper that he would
make sure certain things were going to happen to me. I had a witness to this event. I put an ad
in the paper saying Mr. Payne did this to me. He did not like what I put in the paper. He is
correct he did move from fourth street to his current location-that is against the law. He is not
able to represent the district that he was elected in. I have nothing to do with the stipulated
amount of money I don’t know anything about that. If he wants to bring the ranches into the
picture that’s his prerogative. He is absolutely incorrect- other than the part of him moving from
fourth street--I was involved in getting him notice that he had moved from the district he
represented. I just want to make sure that everyone understands that that is my position if he
wants to shed light on that. Thank you so much.
Trish Crum I do believe that as Hidalgo County-we should all be one. My concern is that you
were voted in by the people to represent us and my concern is that its 600 and some people
signed a petition saying they have a concern I don’t think one little item being at a post office
should effect all those people that have the concerns. If it came right down to it the people
would know if it was illegal to be signed at a post office, I am sure they would all be willing to
sign it again and make it legal. Second point is my concern with government in general is they
make laws and rules the people have to follow but they do not have to follow. My concern is
that if we are not allowed as a public entity to use that road which is the best one, if we cannot
use that road are you willing to sign a paper saying that you will not have access, or do you
have special privileges that we don’t? Chairperson Stewart responded no ma’am we do not
have special privileges. So you would be willing to sign a paper? That you will not go on your
connections you may have. If we have to follow those rules, do you have to follow those rules?
Chairperson Stewart yes ma’am we are not above the law. If it is public to you it should be
public to us. And if we are not allowed to be on there, neither you should Not either. No matter
what you believe about the petitions if they are legal or not those 640 votes that tell you they
have a concern, and you were voted in by us and should be representing us!
Craig We all pledge to that flag and as long as there is people dying for this Country, have died
for this Country, and are still dying for this Country we outta have access to public lands--so
maybe we should start petitions to open the public lands that are land locked.
Meira Gault
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I have a memorandum submitted by Ms. Constance Brooks, an attorney who represents local
governments and private landowners in R.S. 2477 and quiet title cases. According to her
analysis, the Commission must follow the New Mexico statutory procedure to vacate a county
road. The Commission must also consult the Hidalgo County Comprehensive Plan of 2011 that
incorporates the 2007 Transportation Plan obligations. Finally, her analysis demonstrates that a
Public Prescriptive Easement applies to County Road C001-ALL OF IT! The County can reduce
maintenance, suspend maintenance, drop maintenance, vacate the road, abandon the road- in
any case; neither the County nor the landowner can prevent the public’s right to use the road!
Gates and/or signs claiming the road to be private would invite a lawsuit.
First the Money: In the April 13the County Commission meeting, Commissioner Shannon
stated that the County had spent $72,000 on the 16 miles of County Road C001 from the end of
the pavement South to the intersection of County Road C002 (Battalion Road). In her proposal
to abandon approximately 8miles of this road from mile marker 32 to County Road C002, she
claims a savings of $36,000
This figure does not correspond with the calculations submitted by the Road Department as
some of you can see from the handout. Perhaps she arrived at this figure by consulting a
private contractor. In a casual conversation with a local private contractor, I was told that
Commissioner Shannon had called minutes before the Commission meeting on April 13 to ask
how much their company charges for their grader.
3 minutes are up. Meira is asked to step down.
Bill Sherman- from Burro Mountain USA. I’ve seen more and more roads closed down I lived
in the mountains for about 35 years now, right there in the burros. Most of all we are Americans
and that flag right there means a lot to me and so I’ve seen public access being cut off time and
time again. Then like the Commission says we’ll go ahead and close this road off and maintain
that one. I don’t know if you guys have ever been on this road there’s is no way you guys can
maintain this one for $13,000! It would be impossible. Absolutely impossible! But most of all we
are Americans and we cannot keep cutting our access off to public land, it’s that simple if we do
it here, its guna happen all over our country and then we are not free anymore. We are a free
country here. That is public land we need Access.
Stephen Gault
Finishes what Meira Started
Commissioner Shannon’s directive of January 13, 2016 proposed returning the road to the
private landowner. Leaving the illegality of this proposition aside, leaving aside also the fact that
the assignment, conveyance, or transfer of this road will not help the County with its financial
problems, the mere mention of the landowner in the Directive raises questions
The answer was 140 dollars an hour. Let’s see-doing some simple math even I can
understand, take the 140 dollars an hour times 519 hours the County allegedly devoted to this
road and you get $72,660-divided by 2 equals $36,330. This simple finding surprised me and I
called another local private contractor. He charges 100 dollars an hour for his grader-still higher
compared to the Road Department and Manager’s figures. Mrs. Shannon is in fact, treating the
entire 519 hours as grader time, which is misleading. But comparing the operating costs of a
private company which is in business to make a profit with a government entity that is in the
business of providing a service (or should be!) is even more misleading. The figures submitted
by Mrs. Shannon are not credible.
Levi Klump
I live near C001--for me this is not a personal issue, accusations I’m not going to get into that.
One thing that has not been mentioned here is border patrol and the services they provide.
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C001 is by far the most traveled and the border patrol is doing the best to provide security for us
and many of us here feel that it’s important that border patrol are as close to the border as
possible and if you abandon this section of the road it will be an obstruction to the border patrol
if there is any other kind of hindrance to public access on this road such as a gate or box or
anything like that it will be a hindrance to border patrol even if they are provided access to that.
We know that border patrol does have legal access but it will be limited. Possibly, to foot travel
only an incident that happened to me. I had an UDA that arrived at my house so I called the
border patrol FOB that is about 10 minutes from my house it took nearly an hour and half to get
to my house, they had to pull someone from the border. This was not a life-threatening situation
but nevertheless, the response time was well over an hour for them to get to my house. I am
requesting that you seriously consider the safety of not only the citizens of Hidalgo County in
your decisions but also how valuable the border patrol resources are down there to help with the
security--and that you respect the wishes of your constituents. I will ask for a show of hands
who are in favor of keeping this under County Management. If you abandon this road, you will
never get it back.
Fred La Marca
I was Born here in Lordsburg came in the 1890s homestead in Skull Canyon I spent 31 years
teaching here in Lordsburg, I also taught in other areas, I was a boy scout master here in
Lordsburg we could go a lot of places that we cannot go anymore. One of them is top of the big
hatchet mountains. Fifteen years later-you cannot go there anymore. Just like several places
around this area, I went to California I was a Scoutmaster there if we wanted to go camping
there, someone owns most of the land. If we wanted to go, we would have to apply a month
ahead. The coast is public but to get to it privately owned. I see many of the California laws
coming here to us and it is not right.
Neomi Martinez-Parra
State secretary of the democratic party of the state of nm. I have spoken to U.S. Senator Tom
Udall’s office about our concerns here today. They assured me that they had already looked at
this, but they were asking today that whatever occurs at this meeting that it be kicked back to
their office so they could look at it. So I am here today to simply say do not close the road, do
not limit access we have a personal say and we get to decide how we will use these measures.
To close this road, well indeed get us nothing, but furthermore that will not help us enjoy these
lands. I urge you again to please consider this, please table it and allow this matter to be
discussed later this year. Thank you.
Alfonso Alvarez
I am a resident, hunter fisherman, and four years of my time with the NM National Guard were
on the border. I almost lost two men on that Battalion Road--and that is hard to swallow-not on
my watch. I am here. If it were not for border patrol that were out there, render aid-using C001.
I was in Cloverdale not even 20 minutes away, if I had taken Foster Draw and Battalion it would
have been longer for me to get there than taken C001. We need soldiers, we need protection
on the border and you need ask the government to give you money and send in troops, but if
you close that road you aren’t going to get nothing. It is a lot of wear and tear on vehicles. I
spent four years on a maintenance department, I lost seven Hum-Vees on that rough terrain up
there, and you ask the government for help if you close that road you are not going to get help.
I am telling you Battalion road needs a lot of maintenance. You say you spend a lot of money
on it--In four years I saw the grader operator out there one time-One time. C001 is a good road
and I’ll take it anytime.
Carol Gaussoin
I recently moved back here I’m a business owner, property owner, and taxpayer. What I am
hearing the main reason you people want to close this road is money. My understanding is that
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the state provides a grant that can help maintain the road. If there is a state grant that helps
maintain it once a year, why do we need to close the road? Let the state pay for it. Chairperson
Stewart we don’t know anything about the state grant. We have looked into everything, the
state pays a certain amount of money to the road for maintenance of the roads, and they pay for
maintaining like one time-on the road there is no state grant. Carol states-if the state is paying
to maintain it one time a year, maintain it one time a year. It has to be better than closing it.
Buddy Jensen
I appreciate you Commissioners-the work you all do. My family has been here for a long time
now. My grandfather and his brother homesteaded in Windmill. My grandfather and Mr.
Peterson were killed in the war. Their graves lie here in this county. The vast majority standing
here are opposed to you taking action to abandon this road. Common sense will show you that
we are here to support what is right. We need to keep it on the County’s maintenance system.
Chairperson Stewart asks do we have anybody on the other side of the spectrum.
Sam Smith- raises his hand and comes to the podium. Sam says he is not prepared to speak.
Judy Keeler
As a landowner in that area, I am concerned with border security. I am concerned with access
to that border by the proper people-law enforcement, border patrol, fire departments and
ambulances. If a fire truck cannot get down to that area to suppress fires, I am very concerned.
It is also a known drug corridor. If these transporters were to stop by our house I am concerned
if something were to happen on my place how long, it would take law enforcement to arrive
using the alternative route. I am asking you personally to postpone the abandonment of this
road until we have a written easement or we have some kind of commitment from a federal
agency to pay for the maintenance on that road. You can maintain it one a year. I do not
complain I know Darr said she had many complaints on the road. The federal government is not
taking their responsibility for the maintenance on the road.
Eddie Lopez
I have lived here for 62 years and if the game department if they knew used to cross from
Antelope Wells to Cloverdale. I have friends that hunt down there on both sides and never have
they not run into smugglers-armed smugglers every day of the month. We have allowed that
isolation down there at the Bootheel. This illegal trafficking to go on because there is no
resistance. Nobody is watching that area and that is why they choose to use that border. We
need to stop this. And you say close this road? You just said the border patrol was real helpful.
What do we do for them? We need to find money to open that road from Cloverdale to Antelope
Wells. So these border patrol can do their job and stop this because these drugs are killing our
youth. Thank you.
Commissioner Darr Shannon-I would like to address the audience-I am going to speak slowly
so you can understand me. I am not in your shoes and you are not in mine. My family has
been here also for 126 years. I love this county beyond measure. I love the people of this
county beyond measure. I respect every one of you in this room. Whether you want to think
that or not, I do. But, I have some statistics I need to address with you I beg you to listen to me.
Please jus open you mind and listen to these numbers. In the last five years, we decreased our
gross receipts tax within the county I am not talking the City of Lordsburg, by $300,000, well
almost $300,000 it is decreased of 40% $762,000 now we are getting $450,000 in gross
receipts tax. So far, we have taken general fund money to support the detention center that
amount I think is 2.4 or 2.8 million. I got this from the treasurer’s office. That is how much
money general fund support we have given to the detention center. The State of New Mexico, I
can assure you they are broke. I have a document that I just received from the New Mexico
legislative finance committee; they are telling us that $313 million in our reserves in the state of
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New Mexico to 76 million dollars some of these revenues are total depleted. Do not take this as
being disrespectful it has nothing to do with the hunters.
Edmundo Sanchez-states: its got everything to do with the hunters
Commissioner Shannon-no it doesn’t Edmond please listen to me! No sir, it truly does not
Edmond and as you all know, I’ve known your family forever I do not disrespect you as a hunter
I do not. We are maintaining two roads to go to the same place. It is very expensive. I have
figured several different ways. One calculation is $800 a mile at eight or 9 times blading
C001—that 8.8 miles cost is between $50,000-$55,000 because we are blading more than the
state is paying for. You can re-calculate all you want and that is fine you can come up with a
different number but that is what I am telling you. Okay, so people are saying why do you want
to take that money and put it somewhere else what does that help. If we take just a portion of
that money and put it to Battalion and Geronimo Trail. This other 8.8 miles goes nowhere it’s a
two-way road that goes to the same place. We are not trying to keep you out of the forest. We
would never attempt to do that I am telling you. you have to please just listen if we don’t cut
some expenses in this county as time goes by we are going to be suffering Life & Death
services financially. You can ask the two commissioners I put more time you than can ever
imagine into this county. I work weekends in my office to make up time I have spent working for
this county. The two Commissioners and the cm will verify. I go to Santa Fe and I fight for you
more than you even know. I am not trying to put a little feather in my hat. I am telling you the
truth. I extremely concerned about the finances. Ok say we go to blading it once a year and we
did that five years ago. About 3 years ago, we stopped blading it altogether. Because we were
sick and tired of excuse me for being disrespectful. Mr. Gardea, no disrespect whatsoever,
blankety-blank border patrol and the blankety-blank landowner us paying to blade that road that
we don’t benefit that much from. So, we stopped blading it for one year one month. Ad I can
personally tell you it became impassable you could not go four miles an hour because of the
wash board effect. I went over myself to see. We did that hoping the federal government would
find a way to force some kind of money to help us pay for maintaining it. Well that did not work
out so yes we are maintaining it more than we are being paid for it. It’s costing us more than it
should but I worry if we go out to maintain it one a year you all are going to find it absolutely
atrocious impassable because you are forgetting how bad C001 road can get when it is not
maintained eight times a year. We have maintained this twice this year. So I guess I’ll stop
there. We are in extreme financial distress mode.
Edmundo Sanchez can I ask one thing--what about the law suits? Isn’t there a possible to
work on that? We have lost hundreds of thousands of dollars in law suits. And nothing has
been done of it. Nobody has been reprimanded no training to the law enforcement nothing.
Chairperson Stewart-you know what Mr. Sanchez you are absolutely right. The lawsuits have
cost our county lot of money. And personally, when I ran for this office my agenda was to get
polices in order because that is part of the problem-- we do not have polices. The sheriff’s
department has had training they do have a policy in place. I can only speak of what I have
spoken to the sheriff about. I do believe that there are other departments that are working on it
but you are absolutely right. The lawsuits have cost the county a lot of money.
Audience member yells- why don’t you close Battalion? Keep C001 road open that will save
some money there!
Another audience member states-just don’t spend money on it! We’ll maintain it and we’; l
drive it keep the exits.
Judy Keeler
I have a solution- at our PLAC we talked about this issue Congressman Pearce’s office told me
the earliest they could get to some funding for that road would be October during the
appropriations if you can postpone your decision to abandon that road until November. I think
the county can push our Senator and our representative into doing something it’s their
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responsibility not yours. With all due respect, if you abandon that road you will never get it back
and I do not see a solution except to postpone your decision until November.
Commissioner Shannon- I understand your side of the story the problem is that how much
further can you go. They’ve promised us they talk there’s is absolutely no federal money into
maintenance on county road. It cannot be done I do not believe them. Its election year and they
will tell you anything and I don’t believe they will give us money to help
Commissioner Chaires-I agree with Commissioner Shannon that we financial constraints our
biggest drain on the budget is the detention center (applause)Mr. Lassiter and Ms. Ward have
worked to get the prisoners they promised we can make a million dollars a year in revenue. I
am in favor of keeping the road open and maintaining it once a year forever.
I make a motion to keep the road open with the requirement of maintenance once a year.
Chairperson Stewart-I wanted consistency. I think if we are going to work out something we
need to be consistent and do the maintenance on our roads only what we are being paid and
replaced by the state to do. That includes all roads. That’s just not C001 and Battalion. It
includes all of our county roads to only maintain what the state is paying us to maintain. I will
second Richard’s motion--I would like to table this for now and come back in two months to see
if we have a workable solution to this problem and maybe we can meet with people that are
there and involved to try and get easements on the other roads that we need and to see if we
can get a workable solution. That is my motion I would like to table it for now and come back in
two months. Commissioner Chaires seconded the motion.
This cannot be done because the original motion was to keep the road open with once a
year maintenance.
Chairperson Stewart-my motion is no. I will not seconded Richards motion to keep the road
open without my other consistencies.
Trina Kellogg-I understand your budget problems. None of us in this room have households of
gobs and gobs of money. We all live in this depressed area. When budgets are tight, you cut
the things that are not necessary. I agree with Richard. The detention center is sucking you
dry. So, you pick the things that you still need to maintain to keep us safe, to keep us healthy
and to keep us free. This road meets all this criteria. The detention center I know it has jobs
attached to it, I understand that, it does not keep us safe it does not keep us free!
Mark Currier
I live off of C001. If you guys close c001 its guna be impassable on Battalion. There’s a 6-foot
cleft bank. Last year you couldn’t get up it with the water. You can’t go up Foster draw. I could
not go across on my horse. There was water up to my saddle. So you’re talking about safety
issues too. If that road is a single lane road, when cars, hunters, border patrol--l somebody is
going to get hurt. There is blind spots all around. The other road is a double lane road. I just
want somebody to understand that part too.
Commissioner Chaires-I make a motion that we hold off on any actions until November.
Chairperson Stewart seconded the motion.
All those in favor? Commissioner Chaires-Aye
Chairperson Stewart-Aye
All those oppose? Commissioner Shannon-Aye

CERTIFICATION OF PAYROLL
Commissioner Chaires moved to approve the Certification of Payroll. Commissioner Shannon
seconded the motion, motion passed.
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CERTIFICATION OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE. Commissioner Chaires moved to approve the
Certification of Accounts Payable. Commissioner Shannon seconded the motion, motion
passed.
ADJOURN
There being no further business before the Board, Commissioner Chaires moved to adjourn.
Commissioner Shannon seconded the motion. Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:08
P.M.
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