MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING
HIDALGO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
July 16, 2018 at 4:00 P.M.
BE IT REMEMBERED that the Hidalgo County Board of County Commissioners met in
special session on July 16, 2018, at the hour of 4:00 P.M. at the Hidalgo County Chambers at
305 Pyramid Street, Lordsburg, New Mexico, for the purpose of conducting any and all business
to come properly before the Board.
The following elected officials, staff, and public were present:
Tisha Green, County Manager
David Whipple, Fire/ EMS

Alyssa Esquivel, Chief Clerk
Priscilla Maxwell, Dispatch

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Shannon called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M. and led the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Chairperson Anthony J. Mora, Absent
Commissioner Darr Shannon, Present
Commissioner Marianne Stewart, Present
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Commissioner Stewart moved to approve the agenda. Chairperson Shannon seconded the
motion, motion passed.
MISCELLANEOUS
Request to purchase a new ambulance- discussion/ action
David Whipple explained that the 2006 model ambulance has been giving the Hidalgo EMS
Department some issues. He stated there are four pages of repairs and has spent over
$30,000 since they first bought it. Mr. Whipple explained it has broken down eight times-four of
the eight times with patients going to the hospital and the other four times with just employees.
Mr. Whipple said that the 2006 ambulance broke down outside of Deming with a patient in it,
and he called Smith Ford in Lordsburg to go pick it up. Smith Ford told Mr. Whipple they did not
have a wrecker that size. Mr. Whipple had to call another tow company to tow the ambulance
back to Smith Ford. Mr. Whipple is requesting to purchase a new 2017 Osage Ford Type one
F-350 Diesel Demo this fiscal year from Osage Ambulances. Mr. Whipple stated that Osage
Ambulances gave him a quote of $135,630, and it is ready to be delivered from Dallas.
Commissioner Stewart asked why EMS has not purchased an ambulance other than a Ford.
Mr. Whipple explained the reason for not buying other models is that Lordsburg does not have
any other dealership but Ford. Commissioner Shannon asked why Smith Ford did not pick up
the ambulance. Mr. Whipple responded that Smith Ford did not have a tow truck big enough for
the ambulance. Tisha Green asked how long it would take to order another ambulance. Mr.
Whipple stated it takes eight months. Mr. Whipple mentioned that Hidalgo County was involved
in a class action lawsuit for this ambulance as well as another two ambulances that the County
previously owned. Commissioner Shannon asked if the County was compensated for that
lawsuit. Mr. Whipple stated that they received an extended warranty but it expired.
Commissioner Stewart asked from which fund this money would come out. Ms. Green
explained it would have to come out of the General Fund. She explained that there will be more
money coming in for Dispatch and EMS GRT and it will offset the general fund transfers into the
ambulance fund this fiscal year. Commissioner Shannon asked if the County has any general
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fund money to support the ambulance budget. Ms. Green stated that she believed there was
$50,000. Commissioner Stewart asked what happens to the budget that was submitted to
Santa Fe. Ms. Green said it was only the preliminary budget, and that the County will have to
submit a final budget by July 31, 2018. Commissioner Shannon asked why the County could
not ask the City for some support. Ms. Green stated it is in the process, and will discuss it at a
later time. Commissioner Stewart moved to approve to purchase the 2017 Osage Ford Type
One Diesel Demo for the amount of $135,630. Commissioner Shannon seconded the motion,
motion passed.
Request to include purchase of a new ambulance into fiscal year 2019 budgetdiscussion/ action
Commissioner Stewart moved to approve the new ambulance purchase to be added into the
fiscal year 2019 budget. Commissioner Shannon seconded the motion, motion passed.
Round Table
Commissioner Shannon asked if anyone got hurt in the car wreck yesterday (July 15). Mr.
Whipple replied no.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business before the Board, Commissioner Shannon moved to adjourn.
Commissioner Stewart seconded the motion, motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 4:26
P.M.

ATTEST:

____________________________
Alyssa Esquivel, Chief Deputy Clerk

APPROVED:
___________________

HIDALGO COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
__ ___________________________
Anthony J. Mora, Chairman
______________________________
Marianne Stewart, Member
______________________________
Darr R. Shannon, Member
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