Hidalgo County
Public Land Advisory Committee (PLAC)
Minutes – July 26, 2017
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Hidalgo County Public Land Advisory Committee
(PLAC) was held July 26, 2017. Those in attendance: Meira Gault, Roger Payne, Robert
Barrera, Chuck McGee and Judy Keeler – PLAC members; Hector Maese and Adam Rioux US Border Patrol; David Wallace, Matthew Punke - Las Cruces BLM; Derek Theobald – NM
Game and Fish Dept.; Diego Villalba, Clyde Ward, Benay Ward - New Mexico State Land;
Doug Ruppel - Coronado National Forest; Clarence Rudiger - Hidalgo County Road
Department; Darr Shannon - Self and Bob Hill – County Manager; guests.
New Business: Roger moved the minutes of the April 26th meeting be approved as
presented, seconded by Robert. The motion passed unanimously.
Meira stated she had no chairman’s report and moved on to agency updates.
Agency Updates:
BLM: David Wallace explained the U.S. Fish and Wildlife is seeking comments on
the delisting of the Lessor-Long nosed bat. Discussion followed on endangered species and
the ensuing agency regulations. In response to a question, David stated he believed the
BLM had submitted comments on the delisting of the species.
Matthew explained the BLM provides 4 bear-boxes for the Continental Divide Trail
hikers along the southern route. The boxes hold large water containers. They are
maintained by volunteers. Discussion followed on the use of rancher’s livestock waters by
hikers. BLM was aware some hikers use these waters and camp to close on occasion. Also
of concern were gates left open after the hikers pass through. Discussion followed on
replacing gates.
Matthew will check to see what can be done to alleviate these concerns. In
response to another question, BLM stated they were aware federal grants are available to
help with projects along the Continental Divide Trail. However, because the Trail runs
from Canada to Mexico and through several states, grant funding is limited to high priority
projects.
BLM was also informed that some hikers are taking short cuts across private
property north of Lordsburg. Discussion on how to prevent hikers from walking through
private land and camping near livestock waters followed. Several suggestions to remedy
these issues were made, including: 1) A better marked trail. 2) Limiting hikers to a specific
route. 3) Calling local law enforcement on trespassers. 4) Placing a private property
warning on the BLM website.
Derek stated New Mexico Game and Fish rules prohibit hunters from camping
within 300’ of a livestock watering.

Following discussion, David acknowledge that BLM might need to reconsider its
description of the Trail segment passing through Hidalgo County.
For more information on the CDT: https://www.blm.gov/visit/continental-dividenational-scenic-trail
It was noted not all hikers are members of the Continental Divide Trail Alliance.
For more information on the Alliance: http://continentaldividetrail.org/
Dust issues along the I-10 corridor west of Lordsburg were then discussed. David
stated DOT has suggested adding pull off shoulders along the route through the
Lordsburg Playa. BLM is suggesting erosion control projects in the foothills to help reduce
the fine sediment in the Playa. According to one PLAC member, NM State Police are
recommending another lane be added for 18-wheel trucks traffic. It was expressed that
although another lane might not prevent an accident, it might lessen some of the deaths
that have historically occurred along this segment.
Coronado National Forest: Doug Ruppel explained the Travel Management Plan is
complete and out for comment. He brought a large map of the proposed TMP to leave with
the County. The EA and smaller map can be found at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=36555&exp=overview A decision will be made
following a 45-day objection period. Discussion followed. In response to a question about
the Peloncillo EMA, Doug stated 87,986 total acres were in the Peloncillo portion of the
Coronado National Forest. 69,906 acres are in New Mexico. 18,080 acres in Arizona.
NM Game & Fish: Derrick explained there were no recent rule changes. However,
big game rule changes will be coming up in 2018. Several projects, using Habitat Stamp
funding, are proposed in Hidalgo County, including; maintenance and replacement of several
water storage projects. He explained Daniel Lusk is the new habitat stamp coordinator.
Additionally, NMG&F personnel are being encouraged to interface with the folks that live
in their districts.
In response to several questions, Derrick explained Habitat Stamp money cannot be
used on state lands and antelope hunt rules are still the same, no new rules.
Border Patrol: Agent Maese handed out several maps of Commodore Rd., explaining
it is currently impassible. This road is a Tactical Infrastructure Maintenance and Repair
(TIMR) road that allows access to the north/south border. An Environmental Assessment
(EA) is currently in the works. Discussion followed on who would be responsible for
maintaining this road. There was confusion regarding the County easement. It was Clyde
Ward’s understanding the County still held the easement over the state lands on this road.
He will check his files when he returns to Santa Fe and report back to the County.
The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted

Judy Keeler
Judy Keeler, Secretary
Hidalgo County PLAC

