Hidalgo County
Public Land Advisory Committee (PLAC)
Minutes – April 26, 2017
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Hidalgo County Public Land Advisory Committee
(PLAC) was held April 26, 2017. Those in attendance: Meira Gault, Buddy Jensen, Roger
Payne, Butch Mayfield, Robert Barrera and Judy Keeler – PLAC members; Gerald Hancock,
Art Gonzalez, Hector Maese - US Border Patrol; Don McClure - Las Cruces BLM; Derek
Theobald – NM Game and Fish Dept.; Matt Schultz, Diane Taliaferro - Gila National Forest
and Bob Hill – County Manager - guests.
New Business:
Minutes of Meeting: Meira Gault, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 3:02
p.m. Buddy moved the minutes of January 25, 2017 be approved as written, seconded by
Butch. The motion passed unanimously.
Chairman’s report: Meira explained she had tried to contact the State Land
Office (SLO) to follow up on a previous PLAC discussion. She had not heard back from the
SLO. Discussion on the state easements for the border access roads east of Hwy 81
followed. Meira will follow up on their standing with the SLO.
Gila Regional Travel Management Plan (TMP): Meira asked Diane Taliaferro,
District Ranger for the Gila National Forest, to discuss the Gila Travel Management
planning process. Diane explained the Gila TMP was completed in 2014. Congress
mandated the federal land management agencies to do a TMP several years ago. Several
Districts started right away. The Gila finalized its TMP on July 16, 2016. The changes
took effect January 1, 2017.
Two Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUM) were handed out. Diane explained the maps
had been developed after meeting with many individuals and special interest groups,
including ranchers and recreationalists. The maps still need some minor tweaking. As a
result, they are still meeting with individuals and organizations to get them perfected.
Additional maps can be obtained at the Gila Forest’s administrative office in Silver City.
The MVUM’s for the Gila can now be accessed using smart devices. A free Avenza
PDF Map app is available at:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/gis/USFS_Southwest_Region_MVUM_Repository.html
The final TMP kept 3,334 miles open to forest access, increased motorized trails
from 16 to 179 miles and allowed 3 acres to be maintained for motorized and all-terrain
recreational vehicles. 3.3 million acres remain open to all users. Only motorized travel is
restricted to designated travel routes. The TMP also allows 300 feet on either side of a
road open for big game retrieval, camping and fuel harvesting. Fuel harvesting, however, is
only allowed within specifically designated areas. These areas will change from time to
time depending on fuel loads. Maps of these designated areas can be picked up in the
administration office. They are hoping by allowing fuel harvesting in specific areas some
of the fuelwood loads can be cleaned out for prescribed fire in the future. Discussion
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followed on the lack of developed recreational sites south of Silver City, issues impacting
ranching along the Continental Divide Trail and potential funding for projects along this
Trail.
Following this discussion, Don stated that he would bring the BLM’s CDT
administrator to a future PLAC meeting to discuss some of these issues.
Additional information on the TMP can be found at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/gila/home/?cid=STELPRDB5035773
Gila EIS Resource Management Plan (RMP): Matt Schultz, Gila Planner, gave the
PLAC copies of the “Need for Change for Management Direction under the Existing 1986
Forest Plan” and the federal register notice announcing the Scoping. The publication of
this notice, announces the next step in the formal NEPA process. Specifically, the FS is
looking for public input on the Need for Change document. Everyone is encouraged to
share materials and any information that is relevant to the planning process. These
comments will be used to develop and refine a Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) and to provide vision, strategy and guidance for future management of the Gila.
Comments are due by June 12, 2017.
In response to a question about the NEPA process, Matt explained the Forest
Service is now seeking involvement from the public during the assessment period. They’ve
been meeting with local governments and organizations since May 2015. Comments on the
Need for Change document is important. However, the Desired Future Conditions
statement will be the driver and vision behind the RMP. The FS really wants to know what
the local communities want to see for the Ponderosa Pines forests; the hiking trails; the
developed recreational areas, and all the other issues?
The concept is to incorporate all the best ideas into the Draft RMP so the Gila can
be managed for sustainability, i.e., diversity of plant and animal communities, multiple-uses
and ecosystem services. When the FS mentions sustainability, they are including not only
ecological sustainability but also socio-economic sustainability. The FS wants a plan that is
balanced and meets the needs of the people, while recognizing the FS is also staying within
their recognized authority and the forest lands’ carrying capacity. They want a strategic,
but practical RMP. The FS is also working with other federal and state agency plans. At
the same time, they are using the local government’s comprehensive plans to see how these
plans can be incorporated into the RMP.
Matt added the FS will also have several technical meetings and field trips. They
want to go out into the forest with the stakeholders to look at the land and on-the-ground
conditions. A frequent fire workshop will be done in cooperation with the Forest and
Watershed Institute at Highlands University. Matt asked everyone to sign the e-mail
contact list if they want to be contacted about future workshops and technical meetings.
The FS is hopes to finish the draft RMP and draft EIS by the spring of 2018 and
the final RMP and EIS by the summer or fall of 2019. The EIS will be produced under the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) guidelines.
Discussion followed. It was noted many citizens in Hidalgo County enjoy the Gila
National Forest lands.
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Additional information and copies of the Need for Change and Federal Register
notice can be found at: http://go.usa.gov/h88k . Comments may be sent via e-mail to:
gilaplan@fs.fed.us ; or by mail to: Gila National Forest; Attn: Plan Revision; 3005 E Camino
del Bosque; Silver City, NM 88061.
Roger moved the PLAC recommend the County submit comments on the Gila Forest
Need for Change document; seconded by Buddy Jensen. The motion carried unanimously.
Diane encouraged Hidalgo County to submit comments. She would also like to hear
from individuals. She would like to know where they enjoy recreating and what can be
done to improve their visitor’s experience. The FS is currently working on a Continental
Divide Trail. They would like to enhance the hikers’ experiences and will be tweaking the
map to provide a better experience for all hikers.
In response to a question about the maps, Diane thought they had enough MVUMs
to leave some at the visitor’s center and/or Chamber of Commerce.
Old Business:
DOT’s I-10 Dust-control update: The Chair asked Don to discuss this update
under the BLM agenda item.
Agency Updates:
BLM Las Cruces District: Meira asked Don to discuss the Lessor Long-nosed Bat.
Don explained he was not prepared to discuss this item. He will bring someone to talk
about the Continental Divide Trail and the Bat action to the next meeting. Discussion
followed regarding some of the issues with the Trail on BLM lands - gates left open,
campers near livestock waters, vehicles parking on private land, lack of signage and the
need to also tweak the BLM’s portion of the Trail.
Regarding dust on I-10, Don said the DOT is currently working on their proposal.
He talked with them about two (2) weeks ago. DOT is very close to publishing their
mitigation proposal. He’ll transmit this document to the PLAC Chair and Secretary when
he receives it. The proposal will generate ideas for the alternatives and gauge the public’s
reaction to the proposal. In response to a question about the NEPA process, Don
explained all the federal agencies are following a more open process now. They are
meeting with the public in the very beginning to solicit their ideas before starting the
Scoping. Once the Scoping begins, there will be another opportunity to comment before
the Draft EA/EIS and the alternatives are decided.
Discussion on the last dust storm, the traffic mess it created for the bypass route
and Lordsburg, followed.
Don discussed the 2.0 Rule and how it was designed to seek more public input into
the NEPA process. The House put forth a resolution to nullify the rule change and the
President signed it into law. From BLM’s standpoint that’s okay. They will now just go back
to the old planning regulations that were approved in 1983 and amended in 2005. Seeking
more public input and seeking it at an earlier stage, is not precluded. With the Organ
Peak’s Desert Plan, BLM did not use the 2.0 Rule. However, they still met with the public
in visioning sessions before starting the NEPA. They will continue to meet even though
they have not started the formal NEPA process with a Scoping letter.
3

Discussion followed on why local governments did not like the 2.0 Rule. Don was not
sure but explained the BLM even held a meeting with 35 ranchers present that live and
work within the proposed Monument. He thought it was a very informative and productive
meeting. More discussion followed on how cooperation can work on a local level. However,
at the Washington DC (national) or Santa Fe (state) level, too often coordination with the
locally elected officials at a county, school district or soil and water district level does not
transpire.
Don asked if the PLAC was aware of an alternative energy plan that is being
developed in Hidalgo County. He gave the PLAC copies of a map for the project. The solar
and wind projects are on private land. Following discussion, everyone agreed because the
wind and solar projects are on private land, comments were out of the purview of the
PLAC. It was decided no action should be taken by the PLAC.
Coronado National Forest: Meira reported Doug Rupple was on a fire in the
Douglas District so couldn’t make the meeting.
NM Game & Fish: Derek reported the Gould’s Turkey survey was complete. They
counted less birds this year but the wildlife biologist wasn’t concerned since they found
several roost sites in the Cloverdale area. They are also aware of several sighting in the
northern portion of the forest. The population is estimated to be 100 birds. They’re
hoping to have 150-175 birds soon, as called for in the Gould Turkey’s Recovery plan.
He also informed the PLAC the wasted game law was signed by the governor. This
bill increases the penalty for killing a game species illegally, trophy poaching, out of season
killing or spotlighting. There’s been several instances of a game species being killed but
only the heads with the rack harvested. This law will increase the penalty to be a felony.
Discussion followed on the value of wildlife and penalty increases in the compact states.
Judy asked about the status of the Game and Fish Departments’ proposal to
restore wildlife habitat. Derek will report on this initiative at the next meeting.
Border Patrol: Agent Maese reported that apprehensions are down by about 60%.
More new trainees are coming onboard. BP is encouraging agents to live in Lordsburg.
Discussions regarding reasons for the decline and kinds of drugs entering the U.S.
followed. Hector added he will find out where the road EA stands for the next meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 4:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Keeler
Judy Keeler, Secretary
Hidalgo County PLAC
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