Hidalgo County Public Land Advisory Committee (PLAC)
Minutes
May 6, 2015
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Hidalgo County Public Land Advisory Committee (PLAC)
was held May 6, 2015. Those in attendance: Butch Mayfield, Jimmy Stewart, Roger Payne, Robert
Barrera, Walt Anderson, Meira Gault and Judy Keeler – PLAC members; Dave Carbine – Rural
Addressor; Derek Theobald - NM Game & Fish; Leticia Lister - BLM; Kevin Warner and Veronica
VanHulle – Coronado NF; Bob Hill – County Manager; Jeffery Sharp, Marianne Stewart –
Commissioner and Diego Villalba – NM Land Office, guests.
Minutes: Roger moved the minutes of the last meeting be approved as written, seconded by
Jimmy Stewart. The motion passed unanimously.
Agency Updates:
BLM: Grazing Renewals - Leticia Lister brought a map depicting the progress the agency had
made on grazing renewals. She explained the map also showed the areas where they had been
doing Restoring New Mexico/EQIP projects. In 2012 BLM contracted with the Forest Enterprise
Team to do seven (7) permit renewal batches for a total of 83 allotments. BLM has received the
Environmental Assessments (EAs) on five (5) of those batches, 44 allotments. These EAs are
presently under review in the Las Cruces office.
Two (2) of the batches, 39 allotments, are yet to be completed by the Team. In the middle of
June the Team will do field studies on 29 additional allotments. Notification letters have been
sent to the permitees so they can accompany them, if they so choose. About 50% of the permitees
have chosen to go out in the field with the Team. BLM also requests input from the permittees in
these notifications since there a lot of issues to be addressed during this process. The ranchers’
replies give BLM invaluable information about each allotment.
Of the 601 allotments BLM has in the Las Cruces office, 244 still need a NEPA. 15 allotments
are internally being done. The remaining 117 will be started soon. Discussion followed.
Transmission Lines - Leticia also reported that the NEPA associated with the Sun Zia and
Southline Transmission Lines are close to completion. The status of each transmission line can be
found at: Sun Zia http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/more/lands_realty/sunzia_southwest_transmission.html
Southline - http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/more/lands_realty/southline_transmission.html
Tri-County Resource Management Plan (RMP) - The Las Cruces office is also working on an
amendment to the Tri-County Resource Management Plan (RMP). This plan is on hold until staff can
gather additional information on lands with wilderness characteristics. Prehistoric Trackways
RMP - This RMP was been sent out for public comment. In response, BLM received 4 protests. The
Las Cruces Office is working with the national office to address the protest points.
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Rapid Ecoregional Assessments (REA) - BLM is also working on two REAs. These REAs are
large, big picture documents that are being developed at a national level. The finished REAs
provide landscape scale information and are more useful at the land-use planning level and not the
project level.
The Madrean REA has been finalized http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Landscape_Approach/reas.html In the middle of June
staff from the Las Cruces office will attend a meeting in Tucson to learn how these REA will be
applied. According to the written update provided by Leticia: “The REAs are intended to aid in
developing broad-level management strategies for an ecoregion’s public lands. They will help
identify priority areas for conservation and development, including focal areas for conserving
natural resources, potential energy development and urban growth. At a local level, a REA will
enhance the quality of land-use planning and environmental analysis. The information, maps and
tools, provided by the REAs are intended to strengthen analyses of the potential and cumulative
effects of climate change and other environmental disturbances on important ecological values.
The REAs present an opportunity for all land managers within an ecoregion to share information
and discuss resource management conditions and needs. The REA can provide a science-based
information platform for formulating coordination, multi-agency strategies that can respond
effectively to climate change, wildfire and other environmental challenges that transcend local
administrative boundaries”.
The Chihuahuan REA is still in the developmental stages:
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Landscape_Approach/reas/chichuahuan.print.html
The Las Cruces office is working with the Jornado Agricultural Research Station (ARS) http://jornada.nmsu.edu/ to develop the conceptual model for this REA.
Discussion followed. Leticia explained that after the implementation training BLM staff can
attend a PLAC meeting to discuss what was learned in the training session.
BLM’s Restore New Mexico/EQIP - Funding was significantly reduced for the BLM’s Restore
New Mexico projects and also for NRCS as part of the new Farm Bill. BLM continues, however, to
work with the NRCS to complete the 2014 EQIP projects. These projects focus on areas with the
greatest resource concerns. The staff also continues to work on 8 EAs and 6 Determination of
NEPA Adequacy (DNAs) for 2014. To date, 5 DNAs have been completed and 1 EA. BLM is placing
an emphasis on monitoring brush control treatments. They will be collecting data on preceding
projects again this fall.
In response to a question, Leticia explained the second generation NEPAs are ones that have
been completed but will need to be re-done in 10 years. She also explained the differences in an
EA and a DNA. An EA can be very large and full of data. A DNA is much simpler, referring back to
the EA as its source. Up until recently, DNAs had not been sent out for public comments.
However after several protests were filed on the proposed decisions, the BLM is contemplating
sending out the DNAs for public comment.
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In response to several questions, Leticia explained grazing permits are currently being
renewed under the authority of a congressional rider.
She also explained an REA only takes a look at the areas that share similarities and that might
cross state lines. The PLAC emphasized how important it was to have local input into all land-use
planning since these federal plans can impact a county’s economic stability.
Coronado National Forest (FS): Kevin explained the FS is still in the process of integrating the
comments they received into the Draft Coronado Resource Management Plan. They are consulting
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on all the species recently listed. The FS is
anticipating the final plan should be out in October or November of 2015.
Because this plan was started under the older appeal process, it will proceed under the same
rules. After the final document is published with a signed decision notice, it will be open to appeal.
Under the new appeal process, the Forest Service (FS) will send out a final EA without a decision
signature. If there are any objection, the FS will set a time, hold a meeting and work to reach an
agreement that will, hopefully, be a win/win for everyone.
The FS is also working on integrating all the county land-use plans from the seven counties in
their region into the Final RMP. Discussion followed. Kevin will find out how the FS plans to mesh
all the different county plans into the final plan.
Kevin also explained they are still working on the Travel Management Plan. The first draft EA
was sent to the supervisor’s office. However, after attending a NEPA training, with a focus on
effects analysis, his staff wanted a second look at this EA. Since it’s the FS’s intent to give the
public a clear and concise document to review, they decided the draft needed to be reanalyzed. As
a result, a TMP is not ready for public comment. When the second draft is completed, it will be
sent to the regional office to ensure it meets forest-wide consistency. The map he brought to the
last PLAC meeting is still accurate, however, their travel analysis will be changing.
Discussion followed on the differences between a Biological Assessment (BA) and a Biological
Opinion (BO). Kevin explained a BA is written by the USFS biologist then presented to the US Fish
and Wildlife (USFWS) for their concurrence. The USFWS will write the BO. In response to a
question, he stated the final BO is usually contained within an EA.
In response to another question about applicant status and how an individual can be involved in
the BA/BO process, Kevin stated he was not sure about applicant status or how an individual can be
involved. Kevin will ask how this request might fit into the BA/BO process.
Kevin reiterated Region 3 is currently engaging in consultation with USFWS on all the new
species that were recently listed. Many of these species differ according to each forest district.
In the Douglas area, the potential to be affected by some of these species is very big. The major
implication is to livestock grazers in the County since there’s very little recreation. In theory, an
organization or individual could seek an injunction on grazing until this consultation process is
completed. In order to avoid an injunction, the FS decided to initiate consultation at the very
beginning of this process. They are currently consulting with USFWS on all the newly listed
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species throughout the region. This takes a lot of time for the wildlife biologists to complete. I t
has become a focus area for the agency. Discussion followed.
In response to a question, Kevin stated the Service has no prescribed burns planned for this
year. They have been reviewing the EA for the Peloncillo Fire Plan with the Malpai Borderlands
Group. Bill McDonald would like to see the Service re-burn several areas that have previously
burned. The FS is planning to do a NEPA Sufficiency Review on this EA. If a lot of changes have
occurred since it was first written they would need to re-consult with the USFWS. If no changes
have occurred, they could proceed with some burns.
In response to another question, Kevin stated the FS has done some monitoring on previous
fires, but not a lot. He added, if the FS has a naturally occurring fire they could do a controlled
burn. Permission to do this type of burn has been granted by several permittees in this area.
Discussion followed about controlled burns, fire fighter safety, the early rains and current
humidity.
In response to another question regarding BLM’s position on brush control projects in areas
that have already been treated, Leticia stated their intent was to re-treat some of these areas,
then possibly come back with a maintenance burn later. However, their studies in the Jornado
indicated there may not be enough understory to carry a fire. Discussion followed on the objective
of a brush control project.
NM Game and Fish (NMGFD): Derek Theobald reported on the legislative session. Although
there was overwhelming support for SB 254 – Want and Waste bill - it did not pass. Several bills
including was a “volunteer” bill and Tilapia bill did pass. Tilapia, an African species, multiplies very
fast and now falls under the authority of the State Game and Fish Commission. They also passed a
Minor Infractions bill and a veterans licensed discount bill.
Although there was a push to ban trapping, it died in committee. The bill that would have
banned coyote contests also died. The groups supporting these bans vowed to return in two years.
In Silver City 50 deer were successfully trapped this year. Since the Peloncillo population is
doing well, these deer were released into the Caballo Mountains. Derek also reported the Bear and
cougar rule is open for review this year. On May 28th, 6:00 p.m., a public meeting will be held in the
Grant County Commission room to receive input into the proposed rule changes.
Some of the rules changes include an increase in bear harvest in the Sangre Cristo,
Sacramento and Sandia Mountains. This will probably be another contentious issue with the bear
watch groups. In Zone 10, southwest New Mexico, they are also looking to increase the harvest
limits and modifying the season structure.
With the increased 2 cougar limit and year-round season only 30% of the cougars are being
harvested. In the northern part of the state, harvest limits are usually reached, depending on the
snowfall, however southern NM is not reaching its limits due to the warmer climate. One of the
proposals is to allow traps and snares for catching cougars. However, in Hidalgo County these
devices would not be allowed because of the chance of accidently capturing a jaguar.
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Roger explained 90 % of Hidalgo County would no longer be open for trapping and snaring if the
proposed rules passes, as written. He encouraged everyone to submit comments.
Derek also explained, beginning in September, hunting with hounds will no longer be allowed
during deer and elk archery seasons. Use of hounds is already prohibited during the archery
cougar season.
There will be a meeting of the Game Commission tomorrow, May 7th, in Farmington. Several
item are on the agenda including the results of printing licenses off the internet. Discussion
followed on trapping and hunting cougars in the Bootheel. Derek explained the new cougar rules
will not change depredation trapping. If a landowner calls the Wildlife Management Unit, they can
get a license to trap if they have a good reason, i.e.; a historical depredation problem or an effort
to increase deer numbers. The number of cougars that can be trapped will depend on the size of
the area and other criteria. Discussion followed on depredation and the use of M-44’s, current
trapping rules, coyote depredation, publicize depredations so the public understands and organizing
a group to share costs of the plane that harvests coyotes during calving season.
NM State Land Office: Diego Villalba explained the state has a new land commissioner. Some
changes are being made at the administrative level and it’s a little early to say which direction it
will be heading.
Last year the SLO contributed about 800 million into the state treasury. However, oil and gas
revenues are down so it may not be as high this year. They continue to work with NRCS and BLM
on range projects, including brush control.
In Silver City they’re working on hazardous fuel reduction projects. He recently returned
from Playas to view a potential solar project. Discussion followed on the 2016 hunting agreement
with NM State Game and Fish, the sale of state trust lands and how solar projects can affect
private property values.
Bob Hill explained David Carbine has been selected to sit on a green energy committee for the
Southwest Regional Coalition of Governments and he might be able to follow up on the concept of
addressing green energy planning at the county level.
New Business: Jeff Sharp mentioned about 250 hikers stayed in Lordsburg during the hiking
season. Roger mentioned there had been an increase in foot traffic from Mexico.
Old Business: Judy explained she was still working on the Hidalgo County Land Use Plan for
Natural Resources. She will provide Kevin with a copy of the 2011 plan.
The meeting adjourned at 4:47 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Keeler, Assistant Secretary
Hidalgo County PLAC
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