Hidalgo County
Public Land Advisory Committee (PLAC)
Minutes – November 2, 2016
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Hidalgo County Public Land Advisory Committee
(PLAC) was held November 2, 2016. Those in attendance: Meira Gault, Robert Barrera,
Chuck McGhee and Judy Keeler – PLAC members; Adam Rioux, Carmen Gandaro, Robert
Bernal, Joey Whitted - US Border Patrol; Bill Childress & Don McClure - Las Cruces BLM;
Doug Ruppel - USFS Douglas District; and Bob Hill – County Manager - guests.
New Business:
Minutes: After discussion, Robert moved the minutes of August 3, 2016 meeting be
approved by the committee as a whole; seconded by Meira. The motion passed
unanimously.
County Commission recommendations: Judy handed out copies of the
recommended Bylaw changes. She explained the Commission was requesting the PLAC: 1)
Reduce its membership from nine (9) to seven (7) members; 2) Change their quarterly
meeting dates to the 4th Wednesday; Provide a written draft of PLAC minutes, containing
approved motions; 3) Approved minutes be recorded with the Hidalgo County Clerk; 4) Post
a notice of PLAC meetings in the local newspaper, and; 5) Use conference calling to provide
for a quorum and facilitate communication between regularly scheduled quarterly meetings.
Discussion followed on the changes. Meira reminded everyone the PLAC is a volunteer
citizens committee. She asked Bob to check with the County’s attorney to see if the PLAC
is subject to the same rules and procedures as an elected body of representatives.
Following discussion; Chuck moved the bylaw changes be approved by the committee as a
whole to include Section 5: “From time to time, the PLAC may use conferencing calls to
facilitate communication and/or meet quorum obligations” and excluding the prior
sentence: “In order to fill a quorum, a PLAC member may participate in a meeting via phone
and on other occasions”; seconded by Robert. The motion passed unanimously.
Old Business: There being no old business, the members moved to agency updates.
Agency Updates:
BLM Las Cruces District – Don explained DOT had hired a contractor to see what
can be done to reduce blowing dust along the Lordsburg Playa I-10 corridor. The DOT will
be meeting with Hidalgo citizens to listen to their ideas and learn what has already been
done in the past.
Following this meeting, a scientist will be on the Playa to develop remediation projects that
might act to reduce the dust. DOT is the lead agency but BLM is encouraging them to
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involve the local citizens, early in the process, so they are a part of the solution and
project design.
BLM is planning to have 41 grazing permit renewals completed this year (2016). 10 of the
41 allotments are in Hidalgo County. As BLM finishes these EAs, they are not receiving a
lot of negative comments. This would indicate the EAs are addressing everyone’s concerns.
Bill Childress addressed the Border Patrol’s (BP) request for a maintenance right-of-way
(ROW) on several roads in the Bootheel. He stated there are about 50 miles of roads
leading to the international border in Hidalgo County that run across public lands.
The BP is requesting permission from the BLM and State to maintain these roads. Per his
understanding, BP is waiting on the NM State Historical Preservation Office’s (SHPO)
assessment before they can finalize the NEPA.
BLM understands the need for reliable access to the border and is supportive of the BPs
request to maintain these roads. BLM will keep the PLAC informed as this process moves
along.
In response to a question, Bill answered most of the roads running across the public lands
are typically maintained by ranchers. These roads, however, have not been maintained for
a very long time and are in critical need of upkeep.
In response to another question, Bill explained that anyone can use roads that run across
public lands if they are not exclusive use roads. One of the roads the BP is requesting to
maintain is Commodore Road. As he understands, BP does not plan to use a grader but will
do “spot maintenance”. The type of maintenance BP uses, however, will be at the
discretion of this agency. As Bill understands, this road crosses several archeological
sites and may be one of the reasons the SHPO analysis has not been finished.
Bill also reported BLM is doing a supplemental draft EIS on two issues in the Tri-County
Resource Management Plan (RMP): 1) Lands with wilderness characteristics; and, 2) Oil and
gas development. BLM is hoping to finish this draft plan and have it out for public
comment by August 2017.
BLM is also working on the Desert Peaks National Monument RMP. They hope to have the
plan assessment completed by September 2017. This monument is mainly situated in Dona
Ana County. However, several other counties, including Luna County, have lands within its
perimeter. BLM will be asking the counties and soil and water districts to sign Cooperating
Agency agreements very soon.
Bill also added that Sun Zia received its ROWs several years ago. Southline’s ROWs were
issued last year. Currently, Sun Zia is initiating field surveys within the ROWs for the
placement of poles and temporary/permanent roads. Both ROWs were designed to cross
north of the Lordsburg Playa.
Coronado National Forest – Doug reported the Douglas District is making some
changes to its fire organization. They’re eliminating their 10-person hand crew while
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beefing up their staff crew. This crew is jointly funded by the Park Service. In addition,
they will have two Type-6 engines and increase their helicopter module to twice its size.
This will allow the agency to more effectively make their assessment and be easier to
transfer across the nation, as needed. There are no plans to change their approach to a
fire.
The Biological Assessment (BA) for the Travel Management Plan (TMP) has been submitted
to U.S. Fish and Wildlife (F&W). This plan is 6th on their list. Hopefully, the F&W will
concur with the Forest Service’s (FS) findings. If the FS receives back a Biological
Opinion (BO) that means F&W did not agree with the FS’s findings. In this case, it would
take a little longer to finalize the TMP.
Recapping the process, Doug explained the FS sends their BA to the U.S. F&W. They
either concur with the Forest’s finds or they issue a BO that addresses the changes F&W
wants to see in the EA. In this case, the Forest incorporates all the recommended
changes and any other comments they received into a draft EA. They will then issue a
draft decision notice. The public will have another opportunity to comment on the draft
decision. Those that have been involved in the Scoping process will also have an
opportunity to challenge the decision document. The FS will meet with these individuals in
an attempt to reach agreement. The agency is hoping this process may help eliminate some
of the lawsuits in the long term.
Border Patrol - Carmen Gandaro explained she will be the Acting Officer In Charge
(OIC) until Jose Gardea returns. He is currently on assignment at the Sector
Headquarters in El Paso.
El Paso has been steadily growing in family apprehensions. It is one of the busiest sectors
in the nation. The Port of Entries are also getting busier. They’ve also had a couple of
rescues recently. Border Patrol (BP) does not see a reduction in the traffic in the near
future so they are beefing up their staffing. The Lordsburg station is currently 59 agents
short but will have 13 recruits graduating from the academy soon.
In response to a question about family detentions, Agent Gandaro explained the detentions
are separated into groups: 1) Dads and children; 2) Moms and children, and 3)
unaccompanied children. They try to house them at the Lordsburg station and process
them in the best way possible. Currently, 75 individuals are housed in the station. It is up
to ICE to ultimately decide what to do with the detainees long-term.
The Sector Chief is trying to find services for the detainees - either through a child
protective agency or a family services agency that is better trained and qualified to offer
these services to families. BP is very concerned with this humanitarian aspect, however,
trying to provide these services tends to require a lot of the agents’ time. They cannot
effectively perform their duties to protect the international border if they’re busy
providing family support services. Most of the families coming into the U.S. are Other
than Mexicans (OTMs) from Nicaragua, Guatemala and other Central American nations.
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In response to a question about drones, the agents responded they are not using drones in
the Lordsburg station and are not aware of any other agencies that might be using them.
Discussion followed.
Open Forum Discussion – Judy explained the Gila is going through its Resource
Management Plan update. She was hoping Commissioner Stewart or Shannon would be at
the PLAC to help discuss this RMP. Discussion followed on the need to actively harvest
timber and retain livestock grazing in the Gila.
Judy explained she had inadvertently missed an item that should have been discussed
under old business. Now that the Bylaw changes are made the PLAC still needs a new PLAC
member. She reminded everyone that about a year ago, the PLAC had recommended three
new board members to the Commission: Joel Edwards, Hollis Vaughn and Buddy Jensen.
With the changes in the Bylaws only one is needed. Discussion followed.
Meira moved Buddy Jensen be recommended by the committee as a whole to be appointed
by the Hidalgo Board of Commissioners to the PLAC; seconded by Robert Barrera. The
motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 4:48 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Keeler
Judy Keeler, Interim Secretary
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