HIDALGO COUNTY
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
May 21st, 2014

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Local Emergency Planning Committee met in
regular session on March 19th, 2014 at the hour of 11:00 a.m., at the Board of County
Commission Chambers at 305 Pyramid Street, Lordsburg, New Mexico, for the purpose
of business matters to come properly before the Board.
BOARD MEMEBERS:

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

Chair David Whipple, Present
Vice Chair Rodney Plowman, Present
Secretary Priscilla Maxwell, Present

Alt. Vice Chair Virgil Armstrong, Absent

OTHERS PRESENT:
Ramon Escobar, Chief Rodeo Fire Dept.
James Gutierrez, Red Cross
Robert Gomez, NMSP
Barbara Kuhns, NMT
Bill Thornock, NMSP
Jack Lasher, Animas Fire Dept

Elizabeth Escobar, Rodeo Fire Dept.
John Hill, Lordsburg Fire Dept
David Urban, NMT
Robert McDonald, NMSP
David Carbine, E911 Addresser
Robert Rodriguez, Chief of Police

CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Whipple called the meeting to order at 11:00 am.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA:
Chair Whipple advised board needs to approve the Agenda for 05-21-14. Priscilla
Maxwell advised change to agenda remove item 5 B under New Business as Virgil
Armstrong will not be present. Priscilla Maxwell made motion to approve the agenda for
05-21-14. Rodney Plowman seconded the motion. Chair Whipple advised motion
carried agenda approved for 05-21-14. Chair Whipple advised board needs to approve
the Minutes for 03-19-14. Priscilla Maxwell made motion to approve minutes for 03-1914. Rodney Plowman seconded the motion. Chair Whipple advised motion carried
minutes approved for 03-19-14.
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GUESTS:
Chair Whipple introduced the new Red Cross Representative James Gutierrez. Chair
Whipple asked if Red Cross has met with the schools to complete the shelter agreements.
James Gutierrez informed he has not done so as they have been working with the signal
fire near Silver City. Chair Whipple asked if they had done any evacuations. James
advised Red Cross has only helped one family due to the fire. Chair Whipple asked when
Red Cross was planning on getting with the schools. James Gutierrez advised he is
hoping Tuesday of next week.
OLD BUSINESS:
Chair Whipple advised no old business.
NEW BUSINESS:
Chair Whipple moved on to the status of the Action Plan Committee. Chair Whipple
advised he is planning on setting up a meeting on Monday June 9th, 2014 for the sub
committee and has already started working on the action plan for the July 4th, 2014 event.
Chair Whipple advised needs to get with City Fire and Chief of Police since it’s a city
event. Chair Whipple advised he will be notifying the committee which is Bob
Bezanson, Robert Rodriguez, John Hill, Ramon Escobar, Bret Jenson, John Allen, Robert
Barrera, Andrew Arredondo and Priscilla Maxwell. At this meeting we will also begin
the incident action plan for the Rodeo 4th of July events. Chair Whipple asked Ramon
Escobar if Rodeo Fire Dept would be displaying any fireworks. Ramon stated no,
however there is an individual who is working on raising some funds to purchase
fireworks and set them off themselves and the park. These fireworks will not be a
display like the City of Lordsburg. Ramon further added if they ban the fireworks the
individuals will not be setting off the fireworks. Chair Whipple asked John Hill if they
will be staging trucks around the city for the 4th of July. John advised yes. Chair
Whipple advised on the mapping for the action plan he would like to mark where each
truck will be at. Chair Whipple advised will also be staging three ambulances around the
city by assigning them sectors and each ambulance will take care of that sector. John Hill
asked if the County Fire Dept is also going to be active for the 4th of July. Chair Whipple
advised he will get with the Fire Chief. They usually do patrols just outside the city
limits. They normally have a truck in the Glen Acres area as it seems there is a fire there
every year. John Hill also asked if the county or city has acted on the governor’s request
to ban fireworks. He advised that a letter was sent out sometime last week asking if local
entitles wanted to ban fireworks. John Salazar informed the group that he received the
letter and forwarded it to the city government and we have 20 days prior to July 4th to act
on it and it will be placed on the BOCC agenda for June 11th, 2014 meeting. John
Salazar further added historically the commission has been very hesitant to act on it.
Chair Whipple advised it could hurt local economy. John Salazar also added that this
does not affect the public display.
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Chair Whipple added for an official public display a permit is needed to be acquired
through the fire Marshall’s office. Elizabeth Escobar expressed concern about fires
starting on the outside of the park area. Ramon Escobar advised that the Rodeo Fire Dept
has two trucks out on the 4th of July event. Chair Whipple advised would like to add the
County Fire Chief to this committee as well. John Hill advised that for the one day event
additional special insurance coverage is required as the New Mexico Self Insurance does
not cover for this event.
MISCELLANEOUS:
Chair Whipple advised next meeting will be Wednesday, June 18th, 2014 at 11:00 am.
Chair Whipple advised he might be on vacation will check and advise. Chair Whipple
moved to round table discussion. Barbara Kuhns stated she submitted what she believes
is the final version of the mitigation planning grant application. Barbara advised she
submitted the application the first time in March. Barbara advised that the grant
application is very unusual because it is the blue print of how you are going to create
your mitigation plan and is very specify. Barbara went through three rounds of revisions
with them and submitted it yesterday. Barbara added that the first time she submitted the
application she was advised that she was the first one to submit it in the state. So we are
assuming that we will get that money and hopefully we can get going on it this summer.
Chair Whipple asked how much was the grant. Barbara replied $45,000. Barbara
worked on the application with Assistant County Manager Tisha Green and she was very
good. Barbara added that she feels pretty confident about it as they also included items
that are frequently forgotten about such as printing cost, food for meetings held
throughout the county and mileage. Chair Whipple asked if there was an in kind cost.
Barbara replied yes 25%. John Hill advised has a new fire truck coming in and since
some of the Fire Chiefs are present at this meeting he would like to offer an old gas
engine Class A pumper fire truck if anyone is interested in it. Chair Whipple advised he
would like to remove Brett Jenson and add Bill Thornock to the action plan committee.
Ramon Escobar advised the group that the Rodeo Fire Dept will be holding a CPR class
on June 7th, 2014 at 8 am. Currently there are 12 students enrolled and the cost is $20.00
to cover the books and cards issued no charge for the class. Anyone interested contact
Ramon ahead of time to ensure the instructor has enough books. Chair Whipple advised
that Durham came down to install the radios in the mobile command center, however
they did not bring everything they needed. So they will be returning to complete the
project. Chair Whipple advised that he plans on also using the mobile command center
on the 4th of July and he will set it up and have plenty of water and Gatorade for the fire
units. John Hill asked if there was a truck to pull it with yet. John Salazar advised they
are just waiting for the final approval however if it’s needed its there in Playas. David
Urban advised they recently hired Freddie Barela and if we need it he will have access
and can get if ready for us to pick up. Chair Whipple for this upcoming event John Hill
can pull it with his truck.
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John Salazar asked if Chair Whipple will be housing the portables in the command post.
Chair Whipple advised he has spoken with Chris DeFoor to build power strip for them.
John Salazar asked if there are other items that we may need. Chair Whipple advised is
working on RFP process to purchase a breathing air system to fill bottles at the scene as
well. John Salazar informed the group that he would like to thank NM Tech for
transferring the patch collection, two TV’s and abundant amount of school furniture for
K- 2nd grade, office equipment for elected officials. John Hill advised if anyone made
contact with someone from HMS, if not his neighbor is the CEO of HMS and he can have
her at the next meeting.

AJOURNMENT:
There being no further business before the Board, Chair Whipple moved to adjourn
meeting. Rodney Plowman made motion to adjourn meeting. Priscilla Maxwell
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 11:23 am.

___________________________
Chair

____________________
Date

___________________________
Vice Chair

____________________
Date

___________________________
Alternate Chair

____________________
Date

___________________________
Secretary

____________________
Date
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